HIGH SCHOOL POLICIES


      As outlined in the MOCHS manual, each high school student is to earn a minimum of 21 pre-approved credits to be awarded a high school diploma.  These guidelines offer EXAMPLES of the general criteria for a full credit.  Hopefully, they will help you in planning your high school years.  See your supervisor regarding specific courses and ideas.  Each credit must be pre-approved by your supervisor.

     The subjects, methods, summaries, and curriculum are highly individual and up to each family.  Credit value depends upon the content of the student’s work or the time spent on the work.

I. CONTENT OF YOUR COURSE

A. Acceptable textbooks

1. Textbooks designed by major publishers for high school level

2. Textbooks used in any college course

3. Textbooks not classified as high school level by publishers, but, by their content and complexity, they are credited by your supervisor as a high school text.  

B. How textbooks can be used for full credit

1. Complete more than three fourths of any designated major publisher high school text and its accompanying tests.

2. Complete or partially complete, any college text and at least 8 evaluations

3. Complete other pre-approved text, with extra projects if required, and at least 8 evaluations

II.  EVALUATIONS

A. Frequency of evaluations

1. A student should be offering “evaluations” of his mastery of a subject at least once a month.  The evaluations can be of varying weight in the total grade, at the parents’ discretion.

2. It is to the student’s advantage to have more than 2 evaluations a quarter.

3. Quizzes, projects, papers, and tests can all combine for a quarter grade.

4. (Open book tests are acceptable; however, they do not usually adequately prepare the student for post-high school memorization and testing in college.)

B. Examples of evaluations

1. Acceptable Test Examples


a) Packaged tests accompanying an approved text and administered at designated intervals.

b) Homemade tests that cover clear intervals of work (chapters, units, time periods, topics, etc.) and are based on the goals set forth in the teacher’s manual or the chapter reviews in the text.  (For example, if vocabulary is stressed in the text, vocabulary can also be used to make the text.)

2. Written Work Examples

a) Papers, essays, or reports can be used to replace tests.

b) Answers to weekly/biweekly essay questions may serve as “quizzes.”

c) Papers may be fictional or non-fictional skits, stories, articles, interviews, etc. about the topic.

3. Presentation Examples

a) Oral reports                                   

b) Debate participation

d) Cooperating on a panel discussing and answering audience questions

a) Writing and giving a speech

4. Projects

a) Big and little projects teach well!  Note: for portfolio, list goals met by project and take pictures of finished work.
b) The “grade weight” of the project should reflect the time spent and the complexity of the task.

c) If the project takes a quarter, to provide two grades that quarter, the research, outline, first draft, etc. may count towards the second grade. (See your supervisor to clarify.)

5. Charts, Diagrams, Graphs

a) May be simple or preliminary information gathering and collating

b) May reflect extensive or lengthy research for accuracy

c) May summarize experiments

III. TIME SPENT ON COURSE

A. If standard or pre-approved textbooks and evaluations are being used (as in section I, above), hours do not need to be kept.

1. Length of time allowed if a book is designed for one year’s credit:

a) Student should finish it in no less than 6-7 months.  That is, MOCHS prefers that a student not take subjects far too easy for him in order to garner several extra credits a year.

b) Student may take an entire calendar year to finish a book (Sept to Aug).  Generally, the book needs to be finished in a year.  If it normally takes high school students one year to finish the book, the book is only one credit, even if the student takes longer to finish it.

B. For subjects such as music, ballet, gymnastic lessons, physical education, art, etc., for which there is no standard text, record the number of hours instructed and hours participating in homework or practice on the Monthly Summary. These courses do not require monthly tests, but a journal and some documentation should be recorded.

These hours may be accumulated over several years until the required numbers of hours for a credit have been completed.

1. 160 hours of work = 1 credit.

2. 80 hours of work = 0.5 credit

IV. CREDITS FROM OUTSIDE SOURCES

A. Academic Credits – These credits depend upon the length of the course and the difficulty of the material.  A copy of the student’s grade report from the institution at which the course was taken should be submitted to MOCHS.  Examples:

1. High school correspondence courses, 1 semester = ½  credit

2. Community college semester = 1 credit

3. College level on-line courses = 1 credit

4. Jobs:  Record skills learned from jobs or volunteer projects for portfolio

· Jobs can teach responsibility, basic record keeping, work ethic, consumer math and social skills. Credits to be determined by parents and director
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V. GRADING HIGH SCHOOL LEVEL COURSES

A. Objective- parents should strive to be objective in grading

     1. Average quiz, test, and essay grades each quarter

     2. Average in a grade for student participation which includes discussion as well as for 

         daily work that does not usually receive a grade.

     3. Average the four quarters together to obtain the final grade. Consider the upward or    

         downward trend when determining the final grade. For example:  B, B, A, A would be 

         a final A; but A, A, B, B would be a final B. 
 B. Numeric value of grades used for Mt Oak transcripts:

          Standard:                               Optional:

          90-100 A


    98-100   A+

          80-89   B


    92-97     A

          70-79   C


    90-91     A-

          60-69   D                                 88-89     B+

          Below 69  F
                             82-87     B

80-81 B-

78-79 C+

72-77 C

70-71 C-

VI. LANGUAGE ARTS REQUIREMENTS

A.  One credit for high school English will include all 4 of these components:
       Grammar, literature, composition and vocabulary
       However, after a comprehensive grammar text has been completed with a grade of C or              

       better, high school students may study grammar as part of the writing process, and are not    

       required to complete a grammar text each year. 

B. Research Paper

      1. Each high school student must submit a research paper to the family supervisor.

          This paper can be a paper that the student completed for any course during the year.  
          9th and 10th grade papers are due by May 15 to the supervisor. 11th and 12th grade  papers        

          are due to Mrs. Patterson by May 1 and they will also be reviewed by the review panel.         

            2. 9th grade papers must be 5 pages long, double-spaced, plus Works Cited page

          10th grade papers must be 7 pages long

          11th grade papers must be 9 pages long

          12th grade papers must be 10 pages long

      3. References: must be parenthetical citations, MLA format

· Minimum of 5 different resources

· Must use at least 3 different types of resources: books, magazines, reference books,  government publications, audio/visual transcripts, or internet

· Resources must be credible (no Wikipedia or blogs)

C. Oral Review for 11th and 12th graders in May

             All students must participate in a twenty minute presentation before a panel of reviewers.
            The students will receive the questions to be answered during the Oral review at least 30               

             days in advance.













