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5:30 pm Dinner in the Pavilion  

       (September 15th, then 1st Wednesday of each month as conditions allow) 

  $6 per individual, or $20 per family 

6:45 pm Children’s Program (Grades Pre-K - 5) 

  Youth Small Groups  (Grades 6 - 12) 

  Adult Bible Studies  

8:00 pm Choir practice 

Wednesdays in the 

Word 

Resume 

September 15th 

Mount Oak Fellowship 
14110 Mt Oak Road 

Mitchellville, MD 20716 
Web site www.mtoak.org 

Email:  secretary@mtoak.org 

After a break last year, we are resuming our “Wednesdays in the Word” program on September 15th.  

The leadership of Mount Oak is committed to meeting as safely as we can reasonably manage during 

the ongoing pandemic.  Our plan at this time is to have dinner once per month (at least the first one 

will be outside), and to have the opportunity for in-person Bible Studies and small groups.  The adult 

groups starting now will be hybrid in nature — you may participate in person or by Zoom — which 

will also allow the ability to return to an online-only format if conditions make that necessary.  Chil-

dren and youth will meet outside as much as possible.  See page 3 for more details on each activity. 

These plans will be reviewed regularly in light of changing pandemic conditions; any changes will be 

communicated as clearly as possible.  (If you would like to receive email notices from the church 

about this, prayer requests, and other announcements, please email secretary@mtoak.org.) 



A Message from Pastor Barnes 

Pastor Barnes invites and urges you to listen to this week's midweek message. The coronavirus 
has played havoc with our lives and on our schedules. One of the side effects of this unfortu-
nate reality is that many people are questioning their commitment to God and their commit-
ment to church. They are wondering, "if they will go back". If you find yourself, or someone 
you know, in this situation, then this week's midweek message may help you to clarify the 
truths: that we all must make choices, and that the choices we make do matter. Remember, it 
isn't as easy to follow Christ today as it used to be, but following Christ always involves carry-
ing a cross. We are only fooling ourselves if we pretend otherwise.  

You may find the message by clicking below if you’re reading this electronically, or by look-
ing on our YouTube Channel (Mount Oak). 

Are You Going Back? :  https://youtu.be/nwHIqa6A2kU 

 

Covid-Related Safety Information 

The leadership and staff at Mount Oak have worked hard since March 2020 to develop proce-
dures and make building improvements to reduce the risk of spreading covid-19 within our 
gatherings or our building. In keeping with the guidance of our "Re-Entering Well Task Force", 
a committee which was mandated by the Baltimore-Washington Conference of the UMC... 

 
We are following all County and State requirements related to the pandemic; currently we 
are requiring masks for all indoor activites, require unmasked speakers and worship leaders 
to be at least 12 feet away from other people, and encourage vaccination and distancing 
among the congregation.  

Although our services have returned indoors, we continue to have children and youth meet 
outdoors.  We also encourage committees and other gatherings to meet outdoors or virtual-
ly when possible. Detailed attendance is taken at all gatherings in case contact tracing is 
needed. 

Offerings are placed in a box upon entry/exit rather than passing a plate. 

Communion is offered either by a gloved volunteer or using pre-packaged, individual 
Communion sets. 

We have purchased a hand-held electrostatic sprayer to quickly sanitize rooms and high 
touch areas.  

We reviewed all ventilation systems and installed UV light filtration in all of the 11 air han-
dlers. A separate air purifier system has been installed in Kingdom Kids, which does not 
have its own air handler.. 

Commonly used areas of the building are sanitized regularly. 

https://youtu.be/nwHIqa6A2kU


Wednesday Night Activities 

Our Wednesday night programs will resume on September 15th, 2021. These plans are subject to 
change based on pandemic conditions and state and local directives. 

Dinner:  
We will have dinner once a month (The first week, then the first Wednesday of  each month).  
Dinner is served 5:30 pm – 6:30 pm.  The cost is $6 per person, with a $20 maximum per family. 
At least the first dinner will be held outdoors in the pavilion; we will decide each month whether 
conditions allow a dinner, and whether it will be indoors or out. 

Children (ages 5-11):  
Classes start at 6:45 pm. They will start back with the curriculum "Let the Adventure Begin"! Fall 
studies will be about Paul, David, Daniel, and Jesus. For more information, see page 4 or contact 
Children’s Director Shirletta Butler (shirlettabutler@gmail.com, 301-356-1434). 

Youth (grades 6-12): 
Youth small group will also begin at 6:45 pm.  See page 5 or contact Pastor Keith Butler 
(keith@mtoak.org, 301-356-3431) for more information. 

Adults: 
Adult studies are all set up to be hybrid – you’ll have a choice of  participating in person or by 
zoom.  Please contact the leader of  your chosen study to let them know you plan to partic-
ipate. 

Beyond the Basics – Seven Minute Seminary (led by Pastor Barnes) –For those of  you, 
young or old, who often find yourselves wrestling with questions about what we believe and why, 
Pastor Barnes is offering a chance to explore what the Scripture says on a deeper level using re-
sources that were created by "Seedbed", a Scripture-based resource within the Methodist Church. 
For more information, contact Pastor Barnes (pastorbob@mtoak.org) or the church office. 

Romans (led by Gary Greenip and Merritt Edner) – This class will begin the year with a 12-
week study of  the book of  Romans, using a study guide by Jared Wilson.  For more information, 
contact Kurt Bulger (bkbulger1@gmail.com, 301-310-7632).  

Elijah (led Linda Barnes, for women only) – This class will begin the year with a 14-week 
study of  Elijah, using a video series and study guide by Priscilla Shirer. There will be a couple of  
spare books available the first night, or you may order your own. For more information, contact 
Linda Barnes (lindabell1019@gmail.com, 304-707-5006). 

 



Children’s Ministry 

Mount Oak Children's Ministry holds Children's Sunday School during the 10:45 am service. 
We meet outdoors when possible, or indoors with masks when the weather is bad. Starting 
Sunday, September 5th, we will start back with our Exciting Monthly Curriculum! 
 
September - The Battle Is On! November - Thankful for Parables! 
The Battle of Jericho Lost Sheep and the Coin 
Jacob Wrestles with God The Unmerciful Servant  
Johnathan and His Armor Bearer The Talents 
The Armor of God The Good Samaritan 
 
October - Just 3 Words! December - Miracles-Miracles-Miracles! 
Do not Worry Jesus Heals a Paralyzed Man 
Love your Enemies Jesus turns Water into Wine 
All things New  Jesus Heals the Sick 
Power of Words ***The Ultimate Miracle of Christmas 
 
 

Starting Wednesday, September 15th Bible Studies will resume (in-person) for children. Clas-
ses start @ 6:45 pm. We will start back with the curriculum "Let the Adventure Begin"! 
 
September -The Adventures of Paul November -Adventures of Daniel 
Shipwrecked Den of Lions 
Miracles and Riots Writing on the Wall 
Prison Break Furnace of Fire 
 Nebuchadnezzar's Dream 
 
October -Adventures of David December - Adventures of Jesus 
David fights Goliath Sermon on the Mount 
David and Samuel The Temptation of Christ Jesus 
David spares Saul Young Jesus 
David and his Best Friends The Birth of Jesus 
 
 
 

We are in the process of planning our Annual Harvest Fest....Save the date---Sunday, 

October 31st. Details coming soon!!!! 
 

For more information, contact Children’s Director Shirletta Butler (shirlettabutler@gmail.com, 
301-356-1434). 



Youth Ministry 
 
 

Greetings in the precious mighty name of Jesus. 
   
Here in the youth ministry we have so many wonderful things on the horizon. In these times 
of uncertainty there is one thing that is certain: “JESUS”. Consider letting your young person 
join us this fall for awesome life lessons in the bible as we encourage them to grow their own 
relationship with Christ.  
  
We held a fun back-to-school event on Sunday August 29th , with a game truck and many oth-
er fun activities. 
 

Our AMPED ministry for middle and high school students will plan to meet on these Sundays 
from 6:00 pm to 8:00 pm. We will meet outdoors as long as conditions allow. 

 September 12th and 26th  
 October 10th and 24th 
 November 14th and 21th  
 December 12th and 19th  

 
Our Wednesday night small group resumes on September 15th from 6:45 pm to 8:00 pm.  The 
subject and format will be determined when the group is formed.  This group also will meet 
outdoors as long as conditions allow. 
  
We are also going to try to have a function on Friday November 5th ………. Some churches have 
what they call “Lock-ins” where the students stay all night and have games and fun and bible 
lessons.  Well, since we are not able to go inside like we may want, we are going to have a 
“LOCK-OUT” where we camp outside on the church grounds all night and have fun and games 
and youth service and camp fires and so much more.  
  
 Looking forward to an awesome fall season with everyone……  
  
 Blessings, 
 

Keith Butler  
Youth/Associate Pastor  
keith@mtoak.org 
301-356-3431 



Adult Sunday School 
 

One of our Sunday School classes will restart on September 19th. This class, which meets 

at 10:15 am in room 202 and on zoom,  will study the video series The Life and Theology 

of Paul by Guy Waters of Ligonier Ministries. A study guide will be available for $2 per 

person. 

 

“Before being beaten and imprisoned, planting multiple churches, and authoring much of the New Tes-

tament, Paul had no equal as a Pharisee in his dedication to the law and his persecution of the early 

church-but God called Paul to be an Apostle. Join Dr. Guy Waters in this twelve-part series as he identi-

fies key moments in Paul's life and considers the essence of Paul's God-centered theology. Paul's in-

spired writings and the story of his life continue to be a precious gift to the church, used by God to en-

courage and equip His people in every generation.” 

Advance registration is required. For more information or to sign up for the class, contact Laurell Leith 

(410-267-9481, laurellleith@gmail.com). 

September  October 

3  Claudia Alvarez  3  Josh Holt 17  Bruce Cosentino 

7  Carol Lynch  5  Gale TeSelle 19  Linda Barnes 

12  Kathleen Steed  6  William Cager 19  Kurt Bulger 

13  Rick Macchio  8  Sharon Branham 20  Sam Branham 

13  Naomi Richardson  9  Rachel Brunk 21  Alan Macomber 

14  Kevin Brown  9  Bryent Dinolfo 21  Bill Wyland 

19  David Herring  10  Abigail Gilmour 24  Franceska Dinolfo 

27  Lawrence Ferguson  10  Molly Holloway 27  Ginny Branham 

28  Melissa King  13  Timothy Richardson 29  Ellie Gilmour 

    14  Shirley Wilson 31  John Richardson 

    15  Ezra Clark    



Choir News 

The fall 2021 choir season will postpone starting up for a month or 

more.  It saddens me to say this, but several choir members are not 

comfortable singing in a group right now, and wearing a mask while 

practicing and singing would be hard.  We do have four new songs to 

learn and a couple of new ones that we never got to sing last year, so I 

am still hopeful that we will sing together soon!         

Linda Barnes,(lindabell1019@gmail.com, 304-707-5006). 

  

 

Women’s Ministry 

The Fall Kick-off for the Mount Oak Women’s Ministry will be a cookout at the Pavilion on Monday, Septem-

ber 13th, starting at 6:00 p.m.  Pastor Bob will “man” the grill and Women’s Ministry will provide the meat 

and the beverages.  Just bring a side dish or a dessert to share and we will have a feast!  Linda Barnes will 

bring her guitar so we can sing a little, and a special person will share her wisdom (no hints as I haven’t asked 

her yet!). 

Also in the plans is horseback riding on Saturday, October 2nd , at 3:30 p.m. at River Valley Ranch in Manches-

ter, MD.  The last stable we used no longer has as many horses, so we are traveling a little farther so we can 

get 15 of us out all together (instead of splitting into 2 groups).  The upper limit is 15 people, so let me (Linda 

Barnes – text 304-707-5006) know if you wish to reserve a spot.  The cost is $30 for a 1-hour ride.    

We are deliberately planning the first two fall events outside, in order to be as safe as possible and as inviting 

as possible to the maximum of women. 

On Saturday, November 6th, we will sort clothes (or whatever else they need worked on) at Orphan Grain 

Train from 9 a.m. – 12 p.m. 

On Monday, December 13th, starting at 5:30 p.m., we will have our annual (except for 2020) Christmas din-

ner.  Stay tuned for more details! 

In 2022, the plans are to have a soup/salad & exercise night in January; to sing at a local nursing home in Feb-

ruary, to have a retreat at Bethany Beach in late March or early April, and to try our hands at another paint 

night in May. 

We so hope to be able to do any or all of these events this year.  We have missed spending time together! 

    

Women’s Ministry Steering Committee 
 



  September 18th, 2021   8:00 am—11:30 am  

The Walk and Run for Life is an important event to raise funds for the Pregnancy Clinic to sup-

port women facing crisis pregnancies by providing free medical services and counseling, and 

by sharing the hope of the Gospel. Join us for the 5k Trail Run or the family-friendly Life Walk, 

bring the kids (there’ll be a special Toddler Trot and Kid’s Dash for the littlest racers!) and even 

well-behaved dogs on leashes are welcome. Register today and start raising funds to win great 

prizes! To support this ministry, our church is putting together a church team for the Walk and 

Run for Life. Join us!  

Learn more at www.walkandrun.org or by contacting Molly Holloway (secretary@mtoak.org, 

301-233-0372). 

. 

 

 

Best Years 

Best Years is our ministry geared toward seniors, though all are welcome. 

 

September 14th, 11:00 am—1:00 pm in the Pavilion  “School Days“ 

Enjoy a trip down memory lane, listening to fun stories from some of our very own teachers. 

Chef Carl is cooking up some school cafeteria favorites for your enjoyment:  Sloppy Joes, tater 

tots, salad, fruit, and apple crisp. 

For more information, contact Traci King (443-646-6608, jtnking@gmail.com) 



Volunteer Needs 
With Children (contact Children’s Director Shirletta Butler for more information): 

Kingdom Kids teacher or helper:  During the 10:45 service. Volunteers are needed for the nursery (birth 

through pre-K), pre-K to age 7, and elementary (ages 8-11) classes.  Lessons are pre-planned for you.  

Wednesday Night Kids:  6:45-8:00. Helpers and teachers are needed for pre-K to age 11. 

Harvest Fest:  Sunday, October 31st (time tbd) Helpers for setup, running activities, and clean up 

With Youth (contact Youth Director Keith Butler for more information): 

Small Group leader: Wednesday evenings, 6:45-8:00. Pastor Keith  can provide the lesson. 

AMPED Volunteer: Sunday evenings, 6:00—8:00. Just interact with the kids and be there. 

With Food: 

Wednesday Night Dinner: Help is needed with prep, serving, and cleanup once a month.  For more in-

formation contact Carl Neumann (301-4648879, neu3206mann@gmail.com) . 

Sunday morning coffee: When conditions permit us to restart our between-services coffee hour, we will 

need volunteers to coordinate/set up food, make coffee, and clean up.  For more information contact Clif 

Campbell (campbelljcc11@gmail.com, 301-627-3829). 

With Sound or Music: 

Sound/video tech for 9:00 service: One or two people are needed .  The job involves setting up 2-3 mi-

crophones and a monitor, turning those on at appropriate times, and using a laptop to play the slides on 

the screen. Training will be provided.    Commitment would be one or two Sunday services per month. For 

more information contact Melissa Cheatham (cheatham2@gmail.com, 757-532-2800) .  

Sound tech for 10:45 service: The job includes setting up the sound system with associated micro-

phones, monitors, and instrument pickups and balancing the sound for both in-house and online blend.  

will be provided.    Commitment would be one or two Sunday services per month, along with a mid-week 

rehearsal a few days before. For more information contact Worship Leader Asheley Clark 

(Asheley@mtoak.org, 251-767-1103). 

Video tech for 10:45 service:  The job includes running PowerPoint and other slides in support of the 

service, confirming song lyrics, setting up the video camera and laptop, and running the livestream. Com-

mitment would be one or two Sunday services per month, along with a mid-week rehearsal a few days 

before. For more information contact Rick Macchio (rickmacchio@gmail.com, 301-807-1066). 

Musicians and Vocalists:  If would like to be part of the worship team, contact Worship Leader Asheley 

Clark (Asheley@mtoak.org, 251-767-1103). 

Chair Setup: Come on Saturday at 7:30 am to help set up the chairs for the 10:45 service. Contact Facilities 

Manager Kevin Kauffman (kevin@mtoak.org, 301-922-0138). 


